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1st Call for Papers
SIGUL 2022 Workshop

Date: 24-25 June 2022

Venue: Palais du Pharo, Marseille, France
Website: TBA

Submission Deadline: 11 April 2022
Submission page: TBA

Workshop Description and Objectives

The 1st Annual Meeting of the ELRA/ISCA Special Interest Group on Under-Resourced Languages (SIGUL
2022) will provide a forum for the presentation of cutting edge research in NLP for under-resourced languages to
both academic and industry researchers. SIGUL 2022 will carry on the ftradition of the CCURL-SLTU
(Collaboration and Computing for Under-Resourced Languages - Spoken Language Technologies for Under-
resourced languages) workshop series, which have been organized since 2008 and as LREC workshops since
2014. As usual, this workshop spans the research interest areas of less-resourced, under-resourced,
endangered, minority and minoritized languages. Since from this year the LREC conference includes a track
dedicated specifically to endangered and less resourced languages, the workshop aims to be a venue for
networking and discussion as much as for scientific debate.

Over the last years, research in NLP for less-resourced languages has taken momentum. Initiatives and events
have flourished, such as AfricaNLP, ComputEL, LT4All, as well as hackatons, toolkits, special interest groups
(SIGEL), and journals’ special issues. The topic of less-resourced languages has ceased to be niche and has
gained space in major conferences such as LREC and ACL (see for instance the ACL 2022 Theme Track on
“Language Diversity: from Low-Resource to Endangered Languages").

The multiplication of research interest makes it even more necessary for the community that revolves around
less-resourced languages to find opportunities for aggregation and discussion. It is also very important that these
occasions leave space for communities and representatives of under-resourced and endangered languages, in
order to ensure that the research and development of technological solutions are in line with the needs and
demands of those communities, with a view to an open and inclusive research with strong social impact.

Following the long-standing series of previous meetings, the SIGUL venue will provide a forum for the
presentation of cutting edge research in NLP for under-resourced languages to both academic and industry
researchers, and also to offer a venue where researchers in different disciplines and from varied backgrounds
can fruitfully explore new areas of intellectual and practical development while honoring their common interest of
sustaining less-resourced languages.

Topics include but are not limited to:

General research on under-resourced languages.

Transfer-learning techniques for under-resourced languages (zero-shot, few-shot training)
Unsupervised and semi-supervised methods to build applications for under-resourced languages
Use of multilingual pre-trained language models to under-resourced languages

Speech technologies for under-resourced languages

We also invite position papers on methodological, ethical, or institutional issues

Joint session with MWE 2022 Workshop

SIGUL 2022 will feature a joint session with the workshop of MultiWord Expressions (MWE 2022). The goal is to
foster future synergies that could address scientific challenges in the creation of resources, models and
applications to deal with multiword expressions and related phenomena in low-resource scenarios, in accordance
with one of our special topics in MWE 2022.



Submission & Publication

Papers need to address less-resourced languages. They can contain an analysis and insight into existing
methods and problems; a description of resources; an overview of the literature or of current initiatives, or a
combination of the above. Authors must declare if part of the paper contains material previously published
elsewhere.

We accept the following typologies of papers:

- Research papers

- Position papers, for reflective considerations of methodological, best practice, institutional, etc. issues

- Research posters, for work-in-progress, projects in early stage of development or description of new
resources.

All typologies are allowed a maximum of 8 pages, references excluded. The program committee reserves the
right to decide whether a paper submitted as a research paper is better suited for a poster presentation.
Accepted papers will be published in online proceedings.

Papers must strictly comply with the LREC stylesheet (https://Irec2022.Irec-conf.org/en/submission2022/authors-
kit/) and be submitted in PDF unprotected format.

Submission page: TBA

Each submission will be reviewed by three programme committee members. In compliance with the LREC rules,
papers must *not* be anonymized.

Important Dates

- Paper submission deadline: 11 April 2022
- Notification of acceptance: 3 May 2022

- Camera-ready paper: 23 May 2022

- Workshop date: 24-25 June 2022
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Identify, Describe and Share your LRs!

When submitting a paper from the START page, authors will be asked to provide essential information about
resources (in a broad sense, i.e. also technologies, standards, evaluation kits, etc.) that have been used for the
work described in the paper or are a new result of your research.

Moreover, ELRA encourages all LREC authors to share the described LRs (data, tools, services, etc.) to enable
their reuse and replicability of experiments (including evaluation ones)



